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DIRECTORS’ NOTE

When I was in Tadmor Prison, I thought my life had ended… Fear, sickness, defeat… Hu-

miliation upon humiliation upon humiliation… Words cannot describe the brutality I expe-

rienced… Life had passed me by… But we returned from hell… Freedom is as precious as 

the soul… To the prisoners who are still suffering: May God get you out of there…

7KHVH�ZHUH�WKH�ZRUGV�ZH�KHDUG�LQ�������ZKHQ�ZH�VWDUWHG�RXU�UHVHDUFK�IRU�WKH�ƓOP�Tadmor. 

7KHVH�ZHUH�WKH�ZRUGV�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�7DGPRU�3ULVRQ�E\�D�JURXS�RI�PHQ�ZKR�VXUYLYHG�LWV�
KRUURUV��7DGPRU�KDG�MXVW�RQH�SXUSRVH��WKH�FRPSOHWH�SK\VLFDO�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�GHVWUXFWLRQ�
of its inmates.

$OL��6DDG��0RXVVD��5D\PRQG��0RXVWDID��5DVKLG��(OLDV��&DPLOOH��0DUZDQ��-DPDO��-DPLO��<DK\D��
'DUZLVK��$OL��-DODO��6DHE��+RXVVHLQ��0RKDPPDG��)RXDG��,EUDKLP��0DKPRXG��$OL��6RQV��KXV-
EDQGV��IULHQGV��IDWKHUV��ORYHUV��DOO�RI�WKHP�KDG�ULFK�OLYHV�EHIRUH�WKHLU�DUELWUDU\�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�LQ�
$VVDGōV�6\ULDQ�SULVRQV��$OO�RI�WKHP�VXUYLYHG��7KRXVDQGV�RI�RWKHUV�GLG�QRWř

+RZ�WR�PDNH�D�ƓOP�DERXW�VXFK�D�FDUFHUDO�V\VWHP�DQG�DERXW�WKH�UDZHVW�RI�HPRWLRQV��VXFK�
DV� IHDU�� WHUURU�� KDWH�� GLVJXVW�� VKDPH�� SDLQ�� ZHDNQHVV�� KHOSOHVVQHVV�� ERUHGRP�� UHVLVWDQFH��
KRSH�DQG�VWUHQJWK"�7KH�DQVZHU�FDPH�IURP�WKHP��WKH�VXUYLYRUV�WKHPVHOYHV��,Q�Tadmor��WKH\�
guided us and we followed.

,Q�DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�HQGHDYRU�RI�FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�WUXVW��EXLOW�RQ�D�\HDUV�ORQJ�DQG�HQGXULQJ�
UHODWLRQVKLS��WKH�PHQ�ZHUH�UHDG\�WR�FRQIURQWŋWRJHWKHUŋWKHLU�FRPPRQ�SDVW�

:RUGV�DORQH�FRXOG�QRW�GHVFULEH�WKH�FUXHOW\�RI�WKHLU�GHWHQWLRQ��:RUGV�DORQH�FRXOG�QRW�H[RU-
FLVH�WKDW�KRUUHQGRXV�SDVW��8OWLPDWHO\��WKH�PHQ�FKRVH�WR�UHHQDFW�LW��7KH\�ZDQWHG�WR�UHOLYH�LW�

7RJHWKHU��ZH� VHDUFKHG� IRU�D�SODFH� WKH\� FRXOG�XVH� WR� UHEXLOG� WKHLU� LVRODWLRQ�DQG�FROOHFWLYH�
FHOOV��7RJHWKHU��ZH�FUHDWHG�WKH�VFHQHV�WKH\�ZRXOG�UHHQDFW��7RJHWKHU��ZH�SUHSDUHG�HDFK�SKDVH�
LQ�WKH�ƓOPLQJ�

,Q�Tadmor��WZHQW\�WZR�PHQ�UHFDOO�WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�FROOHFWLYH�VWRULHV�RI�WRUWXUH�DQG�VXU-
YLYDO��7KH\�VSHDN�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�DOVR�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VWLOO�WU\LQJ�WR�VXUYLYH�WKH�VDPH�
V\VWHPDWLF�WRUWXUH�DQG�KXPLOLDWLRQ�

$PLGVW� WKH� SRSXODU� XSULVLQJ� DJDLQVW� WKH� 6\ULDQ�
UHJLPH� WKDW� EHJDQ� LQ� ������ D� JURXS� RI� IRUPHU�
/HEDQHVH�GHWDLQHHV�GHFLGHV� WR�EUHDN� WKHLU� ORQJ�
KHOG� VLOHQFH� DERXW� WKH� KRUULƓF� \HDUV� WKH\� VSHQW�
LPSULVRQHG�LQ�7DGPRU��3DOP\UD���RQH�RI�WKH�$VVDG�
regime’s most dreadful prisons.

7KH\�GHFLGH�WR�WHVWLI\�SXEOLFO\�DERXW�WKH�V\VWHPD-

WLF� WRUWXUH� DQG�KXPLOLDWLRQ� WKH\� H[SHULHQFHG�� 7R�
reclaim and overcome this dark chapter in their li-

YHV��WKH\�UHEXLOG�7DGPRU�LQ�DQ�DEDQGRQHG�VFKRRO�
near Beirut. 

%\� SOD\LQJ� WKH� UROH� RI� ERWK� mYLFWLP}� DQG� mYLFWL-
PL]HU�}�WKH\�ZLOO�UHOLYH�WKHLU�VXUYLYDO�

SYNOPSIS





$OL�$ERX�'HKQ
1��\HDUV�RI�incarceration

1987 - 2000

5D\PRQG�%RXEDQ
12 \HDUV�of incarceration 

1986 - 1998 

5DFKLG�0LUKRXP
9 \HDUV�of incarceration

1988 - 1997

0RXVVD�6DDE
14 \HDUV�of incarceration 

1986 - 2000 

6DDGHGLQH�6DLIHGGLQH
12 \HDUV�RI incarceration

1986 - 1998

(OLDV�7DQLRV
9 \HDUV�of incarceration 

1992 - 2001

0RXVWDID�6KDPVHGGLQH
12 \HDUV�of incarceration

1986 - 1998

and

-DODO�$EGHOUDKLP
1986 – 2000 | 14 \HDUV
'DUZLVK�$EGDOODK�$KPDG
1988 - 1992 | 4 \HDUV
)RXDG�$ERX�*KDGHU
1988 - 2000 | 12 \HDUV
0DKPRXG�$KPDG
1985 - 1988 | 3 \HDUV
0DUZDQ�$VVDI
1987 – 1992 | 5 \HDUV
&DPLOOH�%DZDULGL
1994 – 2001 | 7 \HDUV
+RXVVHLQ�'DLVKRXP
1985 – 1991 | 6 \HDUV
-DPLO�'LE
1993 – 2001 | 8 \HDUV
6DōLE�+DPRXG
1988 – 1991 | 3 \HDUV
,EUDKLP�+DUVKL
1986 - 2000 | 14 \HDUV
0DKPRXG�.RMD
1986 - 1992 | 6 \HDUV
$OL�4DGUL
1987 - 1998 | 11 \HDUV
$OL�6KDKLQ
1989 - 1992 | 3 \HDUV
-DPDO�6KDKUDQL
1991 - 1998 | 7 \HDUV
<DK\D�=DKUD
1986 – 1996 | 10 \HDUV

PROTAGONISTS





6HUJH�*RUGH\� ��$IWHU� GRLQJ�Massaker�� \RX�QRZ�SUHVHQW� Tadmor��:RXOG� \RX� VSHOO� RXW� \RXU�
DSSURDFK� LQ�HDFK�RI� WKHVH�ƓOPV�DQG�GHVFULEH�KRZ�WKH�ƓUVW�ƓOP�LPSDFWHG�WKH�VHFRQG�RQHōV�
WKLQNLQJ"

0%�	�/6���We conceived Massaker�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������DQG�WKH�ƓOP�SUHPLHUHG�LQ�������)RU�
TXLWH�VRPH�WLPH��PDQ\�\HDUV�LQ�IDFW��ZH�IHOW�WKDW�ZH�FRXOGQōW�JR�IXUWKHU�LQ�HODERUDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�WRSLF�
RI�YLROHQFH��2I�FRXUVH��ZH�DUH�QRW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�MassakerŋZKLFK�SRUWUD\V�VL[�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�WKH�6DEUD�
DQG�6KDWLOD�PDVVDFUHŋSURYLGHV�D�GHƓQLWLYH�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��ŏ+RZ�GRHV�RQH�EHFRPH�DEOH�WR�
FRPPLW�VXFK�FULPHV�Ő�EXW�LW�RIIHUV�VHYHUDO�KLQWV��,W�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�JXLGHG�RXU�UHVHDUFK�IRU�
WKH�ƓOP��
7KHQ��LQ�������ZH�PHW�D�JURXS�RI�/HEDQHVH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�GHWDLQHG�IRU�\HDUV�LQ�6\ULDQ�SULVRQV��7KH�
PRUH�ZH�OLVWHQHG�WR�WKHLU�VWRULHV�RI�WRUWXUH��KXPLOLDWLRQ�DQG�VXUYLYDO��WKH�PRUH�REYLRXV�LW�EHFDPH�WKDW�
we needed to make Tadmor��DQRWKHU�ƓOP�DERXW�H[WUHPH�YLROHQFH��
:KHQ�ZH�WDON�DERXW�WKH�LPSDFW�Massaker made on Tadmor, then we’d like to start with a quote from 

Massaker��ŏ7KHUH�DUH�����SHRSOH��<RX�NLOO�WKH�ŵUVW�DJDLQVW�\RXU�ZLOO��:LWK�WKH�VHFRQG�DQG�WKH�WKLUG��LWőV�
D�ELW�HDVLHU��:KHQ�\RX�JHW�WR�WKH�IRXUWK��\RX�HQMR\�LW��,�PHDQ��RQFH�\RX�KDYH�NLOOHG�WKH�ŵIWK�\RX�PD\�
DV�ZHOO�NLOO�WKH�VL[WK��<RX�GRQőW�PLQG�LW�DQ\�PRUH���Ő�9LROHQFH�FDQ�EH�ZLWKRXW�ERUGHUV��:H�NQHZ�WKDW�
EHIRUHKDQG��EXW�Massaker was another proof. But what is the source of the strength a victim must 

KDYH�WR�VXUYLYH�\HDUV�RI�WRUWXUH�DQG�KXPLOLDWLRQ"�7KLV�ZDV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�JXLGHG�XV�IRU�Tadmor.

5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�FLQHPDWLF�DSSURDFK�ZH�WRRN��WKH�LQWHUYLHZVŋLQ�ERWK�ƓOPVŋZHUH�ƓOPHG�LQ�DQRQ\PRXV�
ORFDWLRQV��$SDUW�IURP�RXU�SUHIHUHQFH�IRU�WKDW�DSSURDFK��ZH�DOVR�KDG�RWKHU�UHDVRQV�IRU�ƓOPLQJ�HDFK�VHW�
RI�LQWHUYLHZV�WKH�ZD\�ZH�GLG��%XW�ZKLOH�Massaker�LV�FRPSRVHG�RQO\�RI�LQWHUYLHZV��Tadmor includes an 

DGGLWLRQDO�PDMRU�HOHPHQW��WKH�UHHQDFWLQJ�RU�UHOLYLQJ�RI�WKRVH�NH\�H[SHULHQFHV�
7KH�VWDUWLQJ�DQG�HQGLQJ�SRLQWV�RI�ERWK�ƓOPV�FHQWHU�RQ�ŏGHDOLQJ�ZLWK�H[WUHPH�YLROHQFH�LQ�D�SROLWLFDO�
FRQWH[W�Ő� ,Q� Tadmor, like Massaker��ZH� WULHG� WR� VROYH� D� ULGGOH� WKDW� LVŋHVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKLV� SDUW� RI� WKH�
ZRUOG�ZKHUH�YLROHQFH�LV�mH[FKDQJHG}�UHJXODUO\ŋVLPSO\�DQRWKHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�ODQGVFDSH��,Q�Massaker, 

WKDW�ULGGOH�LV�DERXW�WU\LQJ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�DQ�RUGLQDU\�ŏPDQ�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWŐ�FDQ�VXGGHQO\�EHFRPH�
WKH�SXUYH\RU�RI�XQVSHDNDEOH�YLROHQFH��,Q�Tadmor��WKH�ULGGOH�UHODWHV�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJŋDPRQJ�RWKHU�
WKLQJVŋKRZ�LW�EHFRPHV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKDW�mPDQ�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW}�WR�RYHUFRPH�H[WUHPH�KXPLOLDWLRQ�DQG�
YLROHQFH��$OVR�LQ�ERWK�FDVHV��ZH�DUULYH�DW�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�RQO\�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�GHWDLOV�FDQ�KHOS�
VROYH�HLWKHU�ULGGOH��,I�Massaker�LQŴXHQFHG�Tadmor�DW�DOO��LW�LV�IURP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�DOZD\V�
GLJ�GHHSHU�LQ�DQ\�DWWHPSW�ZH�PDNH�WR�VROYH�WKHVH�ULGGOHVŋZKLFK��XQIRUWXQDWHO\��DUH�EHFRPLQJ�IDU�
less exceptional.

INTERVIEW�
ZLWK�0RQLND�%ƨƫƠƦƚƧƧ�Ż�/RNPDQ�6ƥƢƦ



6*��&DQ�\RX�H[SODLQ�ZK\�D�SUHVVLQJ�DQG�YHU\�SHUVRQDO�GHVLUH�WR�YRLFH�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�FRXOG�
RQO\�DSSHDU�DPRQJVW�\RXU�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQ�PRYHPHQW�LQ�6\ULD"

0%�	�/6���$V�LQGLYLGXDOV��VRPH�RI�WKH�ƓOPōV�SURWDJRQLVWV�KDYH�FHUWDLQO\�VSRNHQ�SUHYLRXVO\�RI�WKHLU�
H[SHULHQFHV��6SHFLƓFDOO\��ZHōG�OLNH�WR�PHQWLRQ�$OL�$ERX�'HKQ��ZKR�WDONHG�WR�WKH�PHGLD�LPPHGLDWHO\�
DIWHU�KLV�UHOHDVH�LQ�������:LWKRXW�GRXEW��79�DQG�:HE�EDVHG�FRYHUDJH�RI�WKH�EUXWDO�UHSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�
GHƓQHG�WKH�LQLWLDO�XSULVLQJ�LQ�6\ULD�WULJJHUHG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�PHPRULHV�WKH�PHQ�KDG�ZRUNHG�VR�KDUG�
WR�IRUJHW��$QG�VLQFH�WKLV�ƓOP�UHSUHVHQWV�D�FROOHFWLYH�H[SHULHQFH��LW�JRHV�ZHOO�EH\RQG�WDONLQJ�DORQH��,W�
RIIHUV�HDFK�RI�WKH�PHQ�ZKR�HQGXUHG�WKLV�VDYDJH�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SUHVV�KLPVHOI�XVLQJ�
DQ\�PHDQV�KH�IHOW�ZRXOG�JHW�KLP�FORVHU�WR�H[SUHVVLQJ�KLV�JHQXLQH�HPRWLRQV��

$�TXDQWLWDWLYH�UHSO\�WR�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�WR�UHPLQG�HYHU\RQH�WKDW�WKH�GLVWDQFH�EHWZHHQ�%HLUXW�
DQG�'DPDVFXV�LV�RQO\�DERXW�����NLORPHWHUV��7KXV��IRU�UHVLGHQWV�RI�RQH�RI�WKRVH�FLWLHV��LW�LV�FRPPRQ�
WR�KHDU�DQG�WR�EH�LQŴXHQFHG�E\�WKLQJV�WDNLQJ�SODFH�LQ�WKH�RWKHU��%XW�WKHUH�LV�FHUWDLQO\�PRUH�WR�WKLV�
WKDQ�JHRJUDSK\�DORQH��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHFDOO�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�WXUQLQJ�SRLQW�LQ�/HEDQRQōV�KLVWRU\�
ZDV�WKH������ZLWKGUDZDO�RI�6\ULDQ�IRUFHV�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�SODFH�IRU����\HDUV�VXSSRVHGO\�KHOSLQJ�WKH�
/HEDQHVH�DXWKRULWLHV�PDLQWDLQ�mFLYLO�SHDFH�}�:H�DOVR�QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�/HEDQHVH�XSULVLQJ��
ZKLFK�IROORZHG�WKH������DVVDVVLQDWLRQ�RI�5DƓF�+DULUL�DQG�OHG�GLUHFWO\�WR�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�VXSSRUWHG�
6\ULDQ�ZLWKGUDZDO��FRQYLQFHG�PDQ\�/HEDQHVH�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�ZRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�FKDQJH�LQ�6\ULD��,Q�
WKDW�VHQVH��WKH�6\ULDQ�XSULVLQJ�WKDW�EHJDQ�LQ������VHHPHG�WR�IXOƓOO�WKH�SURPLVH�PDGH�LQ������

6*��'HDOLQJ�ZLWK�VXFK�WUDXPDWLF�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�D�ƓOP�LV�D�YHU\�GDULQJ�HQGHDYRU��,VQōW�WKHUH�
D�GDQJHU�RI�DQ�ŏDSSUHQWL�VRUFLHUŐ�GULYH�LQ�VXFK�D�ƓOP"�+RZ�GLG�\RX�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�HPRWLRQV�
DQG�SRVVLEOH�SRVWWUDXPDWLF� V\QGURPH�RI� \RXU� FKDUDFWHUV� WKDW�PLJKW�EH� UHDFWLYDWHG�E\� WKLV�
H[SHULHQFH"

0%�	�/6���7KDWōV�FHUWDLQO\�D�OHJLWLPDWH�TXHVWLRQ��7KH�ULVN�\RX�GHVFULEH�LV�FHUWDLQO\�UHDO��KRZHYHU��ZH�
EHOLHYH�WKH�VWUDWHJ\�ZH�XVHG�WR�PLWLJDWH�WKDW�ULVN�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�HIIHFWLYH��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�HQWLUH�SURFHVV��ZH�FRQVXOWHG�ZLWK�SV\FKRWKHUDSLVW�6DELQH�6D\HJK�-RGHKO�RQ�WKH�SRVVLEOH�FRQVH-

TXHQFHV�RI�VXFK�DQ�H[HUFLVH��(TXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKH�LQVLJKW�VKH�JDYH�XV�ZDV�WKH�VORZ�EXW�VWHDG\�
FRQƓGHQFH�ZH�EXLOW�ZLWK�RXU�SURWDJRQLVWV�SDUWQHUV�LQ�WKLV�ƓOP��7KDW�SRVLWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�XOWLPDWHO\�
OHG�WR�D�JHQXLQH�SDUWQHUVKLS��ZLWKRXW�ZKLFK�LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�XV�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�
ƓOP��5DWKHU� WKDQ� VLPSO\� UHHQDFWLQJ� WKHLU�SDVW��ZH�QHHGHG� WKH�PHQ� WR� IHHO� UHDO�RZQHUVKLS�RI� WKLV�
ƓOPŋDQG�ZH�WKLQN�WKH�RXWFRPH�VSHDNV�IRU�LWVHOI�

6*��:K\�GR�\RX�IHHO�D�VSHFWDWRU�VKRXOG�EH�VXEMHFWHG�WR�VXFK�SDLQIXO�DQG�KRUULƓF�PHPRULHV"

0%�	�/6���,ōP�QRW�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�WKLV�ƓOP�LV�DQ\�OHVV�KRUULƓF�RU�SDLQIXO�WKDQ�WKH�QHZV�ZH�UHDG�
GDLO\�RQ�RXU�VPDUWSKRQHV�RU�HOVHZKHUH��6WDWHG�RWKHUZLVH��ZH�DUH�EHLQJ�VXEMHFWHG�WR�DEMHFW�KRUURU�RQ�
DQ�DOPRVW�GDLO\�EDVLV��7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKRVH�mLQVWDOOPHQWV}�RI�KRUURU�DQG�WKRVH�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�
WKH�ƓOP�LV�WKDW�WKH�LQVWDOOPHQWV�VRPHKRZ�VHHP�PRUH�DFFHSWDEOH�WKDQ�WKH�ODUJH��LPPHUVLYH�GRVH�7DG-

PRU�GHOLYHUV��ZKLFK�PLJKW�VHHP�XQEHDUDEOHŋRU�HYHQ�XQEHOLHYDEOHŋWR�VRPH�YLHZHUV��+RQHVWO\��ZH�
EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�ODUJH�GRVH�DGPLQLVWHUHG�E\�7DGPRU��ZKLFK�VRPH�YLHZHUV�PD\�FRQVLGHU�DQ�RYHUGRVH��
LV�DEVROXWHO\�QHFHVVDU\�WR�LPSDUW�WR�RXU�DXGLHQFHV�WKH�HYLO�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�GD\�WR�GD\�KRUURUV�WKHVH�PHQ�
endured.

6*��7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�LV�\RXU�ƓOP�PHWDSKRULF"�7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�LV�LW�QDWXUDOLVWLF"�

0%�	�/6���:KHQ�ZH�EHJDQ�ZRUN�RQ�WKLV�ƓOP��ZH�KDG�QR�LQWHQWLRQ�RU�GHVLUH�WR�mODEHO}�WKH�ƓQDO�SUR-

GXFW�LQ�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�ZD\��%HFDXVH�RI�WKDW��ZH�FDQōW�REMHFW�WR�Tadmor�EHLQJ�FRQVLGHUHG�PHWDSKRULF��
QDWXUDOLVWLF�RU�D�PL[WXUH�RI�ERWK��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��ZH�FHUWDLQO\�DUHQōW�LQVLQXDWLQJ�WKDW�RXU�DSSURDFK�
WR�WKH�ƓOP�ZDV�ŏORRVHŐ�RU�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�LQGHFLVLYH��$QG�ZKLOH�ZH�GLGQōW�HGLW�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�WHVWLPRQLHV�
DQG� UHHQDFWPHQW� VFHQHV� WR�HQVXUH� WKDW� WKH\�VRPHKRZ�DFKLHYHG�D� VLQJOH��RYHUDUFKLQJ� WHVWLPRQLDO�
ŏWRQH�Ő�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�RXU�FKRLFH�PD\�WHQG�WR�LQGLFDWH�D�UDWKHU�PHWDSKRULF�RXWFRPH��%XW�IURP�
DQRWKHU�SHUVSHFWLYH��VLQFH�ZH�GLG�RXU�EHVW�WR�DYRLG�PDNLQJ�FXWV�WKDW�PLJKW�ŏQHXWUDOL]HŐ�RU�ŏEOHQGŐ�WKH�
QDUUDWLRQ��ZH�EHOLHYH�Tadmor�FDQ�DOVR�UHŴHFW�D�QDWXUDOLVWLF�RU�HYHQ�OLWHUDO�DSSURDFK��

6*��7KHUH�LV�SUHVHQWO\�LQ�WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�ƓHOG�D�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�REVHUYDWLRQDO�DQG�D�
VWDJHG�DSSURDFKH��ZKHUH�LV�7DGPRU�LQ�WKDW�FRQIURQWDWLRQ"

0%�	�/6� ��7KH�GHEDWH�RYHU�REVHUYDWLRQDO� YHUVXV� VWDJHG�DSSURDFKHV�KDV�ƓOPPDNHUV� OLQLQJ�XS�RQ�
HLWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�WDEOH�WR�DUJXH�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQV��,Q�RXU�FDVH��KRZHYHU��LW�VHHPV�DSSURSULDWH�WR�VWUHVV�
DJDLQ�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS�WKDW�HYROYHG�EHWZHHQ�RXU�SURWDJRQLVWV�DQG�WKH�FUHZ��7KLV�SDUWQHUVKLS�EHJDQ�LQ�
����������DQG�SURGXFHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�DGYRFDF\�RXWFRPHV��$PRQJ�WKH�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�H[DPSOHV�
was a live performance, The German Chair��FRQFHLYHG�E\�WKH�SURWDJRQLVWV�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�VWDJHG�LQ�
%HLUXW�DQG�*HUPDQ\��(YHQ�WKH�WH[W�RI�WKDW�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�SULPDULO\�E\�WKH�SURWDJRQLVWV��$O-
WKRXJK�ZH�SURYLGHG�WHFKQLFDO�DVVLVWDQFH��ZH�GLG�RXU�EHVW�WR�DYRLG�LQWHUYHQLQJ��6WDWHG�RWKHUZLVH��WKH�
JHQHVLV�RI�7DGPRU�ZDV�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�UDQGRP��VR�ZH�DUH�VRPHZKDW�XQHDV\�DERXW�EHLQJ�GUDZQ�LQWR�WKH�
mREVHUYDWLRQDO}�YV��mVWDJHG}�DSSURDFK�URZ��,Q�RXU�FDVH��VWDJLQJ�ZDV�QRW�VLPSO\�SDUW�RI�WKH�QDUUDWLRQ��
EXW� LW�ZDV�DOVR�DQ� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWRU� LQ� WKLV� ORQJ�WHUP�FRPSOLFLW\��:H�EHOLHYH�'R3�7DODO�.KRXU\�DQG�
VHFRQG�FDPHUD�5DPL�1LKDZL�FDSWXUHG�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�VWUDLQHG�PRPHQWV�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�ZHOO��,Q�IDFW��ZH�
ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�VKRFNHG�ZKHQ�ZH�VDZ�VRPH�RI�WKH�IRRWDJH��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�SDUWV�WKDW�FHQWHU�RQ�WKH�PHQ�
UHOLYLQJ�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�RU�VROLWDU\�FHOOV��DQG�ZH�FDQ�FHUWDLQO\�VD\�WKDW�WKH�HPRWLRQV�
shown are quite real.



6*��:KDW�LV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�\RXU�FRPPRQ�ZRUN"�

0%�	�/6� ��:H�GHƓQLWHO\� FRPH� IURP�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�EDFNJURXQGV��0RQLND�KDV�H[WHQVLYH� UDGLR�DQG�
ZULWLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�ZKLOH�/RNPDQ�KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�ƓHOG�RI�ZULWLQJ�DQG�SXEOLVKLQJ��$V�ZH�
EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHUŋZKLFK�ZDV�VRPHZKDW�FRLQFLGHQWDOŋRQFH�ZH�FRPSOHWHG�Massaker, we tried 

WR�H[SDQG�RXU�VKDUHG�LQWHUHVWV�E\�TXHVWLRQLQJ�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�YLROHQFH�DQG�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�FROOHFWLYH�
PHPRU\��:H�IROORZHG�WKDW�SDWK�E\�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�%HLUXW�EDVHG�1*2�FDOOHG�UMAM Documentation 

and Research��WKURXJK�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�TXHVWLRQHG�YDULRXV�DVSHFWV�RI�/HEDQRQōV�ZDU�ORDGHG�PHPRU\��
)RUWXQDWHO\��DQG�XQIRUWXQDWHO\���RXU�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RQ�/HEDQRQ�EHFDPH�D�SURWRW\SH�LQ�QHLJKERULQJ�
FRXQWULHV�VLPLODUO\�DIŴLFWHG�ZLWK�YLROHQFH��&RQVLGHULQJ�WKH�PDQ\�IDFWRUV�ZH�GHVFULEHG�SUHYLRXVO\��6\-
ULD�KDV�DOVR�HPHUJHG�DV�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�RXU�ZRUN��5HDOLVWLFDOO\��RXU�ƓOPPDNLQJ��DQG�RWKHU�IRUPV�
RI�H[SUHVVLRQ��PDNHV�XV�IHHO�DV�WKRXJK��GHVSLWH�DQ�LQLWLDO�ODFN�RI�ZRUGV��ZH�ZHUH�ƓQDOO\�DEOH�WR�VD\�
SUHFLVHO\�ZKDW�QHHGHG�WR�EH�VDLGŋDQG�LQ�D�IRUP�WKDW�LV�IDU�PRUH�SK\VLFDO�WKDQ�ZH�HYHU�LPDJLQHG��)LOP��
KRZHYHU�� LV�QHLWKHU�mVSRQWDQHRXV}�QRU�D� IRUP�RI�QDWXUDO�H[SUHVVLRQ��5DWKHU��ƓOPPDNLQJ�GHPDQGV�
RI�XV�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�NQRZ�DERXW�WKH�VXEMHFW��&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH�ELJJHVW�FKDOOHQJH�LQ�PDNLQJ�D�ƓOP�
OLNH�7DGPRU�LV�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�LW�LPSRVHV�RQ�XV�WKH�SK\VLFDO�QHHG�WR�VFUHDPŋHYHQ�WKURXJK�WKH�YRLFHV�
of others.

6*��7KH�SROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�FKDQJHG�GUDVWLFDOO\� LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�VLQFH�\RX�VWDUWHG�WKH�SUR-
GXFWLRQ�RI�WKLV�ƓOP��WKH�EDODQFH�RI� IRUFHV� LV�GLIIHUHQW� LQ�6\ULD�DQG�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�UHJLRQ��WKH�
UHODWLRQV�RI�WKH�ELJ�SRZHUV�WRZDUGV�WKH�6\ULDQ�UHJLPH�KDV�HYROYHG��'DHFK�KDV�DSSHDUHG�DV�D�
QHZ�SOD\HU���+RZ�FDQ�WKLV�LPSDFW�WKH�UHFHSWLRQ�RI�\RXU�ƓOP"

0%�	�/6���:H�FDQ�DGG�HYHQ�PRUH�WR�WKDW�VFHQDULR��7KH�PRVW�UHFHQW�H[SORLW�E\�WKH�$VVDG�UHJLPHŋ
ZLWK�WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�RI�LWV�DOOLHVŋZDV�WKH�mOLEHUDWLRQ}�RI�7DGPRU��3DOP\UD��IURP�,6,/��'DHVK���<HW�ZKLOH�
SHRSOH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�KDYH�DSSODXGHG�WKDW�PLOLWDU\�YLFWRU\�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�ZD\V��YHU\�IHZ�UHDOL]H�
WKDW�GHVSLWH�7DGPRU�EHLQJ�KRPH�WR�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�YDOXDEOH�ZRUOG�KHULWDJH�VLWH��LW�ZDV�DOVR�KRPH�
WR�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQIDPRXV�SULVRQV�LQ�6\ULD�DQG�WKH�HQWLUH�0LGGOH�(DVW��:H�DUH�WKXV�IRUFHG�WR�DGPLW�
WKDW�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�VHHLQJ�WRGD\�QRW�RQO\�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�FROODSVH�RI�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ��EXW�DOVR�WKH�SUH-

YDOHQFH�RI�D�FRXQWHUUHYROXWLRQ�EHLQJ�MXVWLƓHG�E\�WKH�QHHG�WR�ƓJKW�WHUURULVP��$SSDUHQWO\��WHUURULVP�
LV�QRW�JHQHUDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�EHLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�E\�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�GHFDGHV�RI�LQMXVWLFH�WR�ZKLFK�
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�KDV�EHHQ�VXEMHFWHGřZLWK�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\��$OWKRXJK�
Tadmor�PD\�EH�WDQWDPRXQW�WR�D�FU\�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��LW�H[HPSOLƓHV�D�YHU\�SK\VLFDO�FU\�JRLQJ�XQKHDUG�
LQ�D�YHU\�UHDO�ZLOGHUQHVV�

�$Q�LQWHUYLHZ�E\�6HUJH�*RUGH\���0DUFK������





0ƨƧƢƤƚ�%ƨƫƠƦƚƧƧ���%RUQ�LQ�*HUPDQ\��VKH�VWXGLHG�$UDELF�DQG�3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH�LQ�%RQQ�DQG�'DPDV-
cus. From 1990 to 2001, she worked in the Middle East and North Africa as a freelance journalist for 

*HUPDQ�UDGLR�DQG�ŏ'LH�=HLW�Ő�%25*0$11�KROGV�GXDO�*HUPDQ�/HEDQHVH�FLWL]HQVKLS�DQG�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�
RI�6D±G�0HNEHO��XQH�PRUW�¢�OD�OHWWUH��������'DU�$O�-DGHHG�3XEOLFDWLRQV��/HEDQRQ�DQG�7«UDªGH��GLWLRQV��
France). 

/ƨƤƦƚƧ�6ƥƢƦ���%RUQ�LQ�/HEDQRQ��KH�VWXGLHG�SKLORVRSK\�LQ�3DULV��$IWHU�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�/HEDQRQ��KH�IRXQ-

GHG�WKH�'DU�DO�-DGHHG�SXEOLVKLQJ�KRXVH��ZKHUH�KH�RIIHUHG�HVWDEOLVKHG��FRQWURYHUVLDO�DQG�QHZ�ZULWHUV�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�WKH�SXEOLF��6/,0�LV�DQ�HVVD\LVW�DQG�OHDGLQJ�VSRNHVPDQ�IRU�WKH�SUHVHUYD-

WLRQ�RI�/HEDQHVH�KLVWRU\�DQG�DGYDQFHPHQW�RI�LWV�FXOWXUH�
%ƨƫƠƦƚƧƧ and 6ƥƢƦ�EHJDQ�FROODERUDWLQJ�LQ������ZKHQ�WKH\�FR�GLUHFWHG�WKH�IHDWXUH�GRFXPHQWDU\�
Massaker�����������PLQ����7KH�ƓOP�ZDV�VFUHHQHG�DW�PRUH�WKDQ�VL[W\�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ƓOP�IHVWLYDOV�DQG�
was released to the cinema in France and Greece in 2006. Massaker received seven awards, including 

WKH�)LSUHVFL�3UL]H�DW�WKH������%HUOLQDOH�
%ƨƫƠƦƚƧƧ and 6ƥƢƦ�DOVR�FR�IRXQGHG�80$0�3URGXFWLRQV�LQ�������DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�KDV�VLQFH�
FR�SURGXFHG�D�VHULHV�RI�/HEDQHVH�GRFXPHQWDULHV��
While researching their work on Massaker, %ƨƫƠƦƚƧƧ and 6ƥƢƦ�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�/HEDQRQ�KDG�QHLWKHU�
D�FHQWUDO�DUFKLYH�QRU�D�QDWLRQDO�OLEUDU\��,Q�UHVSRQVH��WKH\�ODXQFKHG�80$0�'RFXPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�5H-

VHDUFK�LQ�������D�/HEDQHVH�1*2�WKDW�IRFXVHV�RQ�LVVXHV�UHODWHG�WR�FLYLO�YLROHQFH�DQG�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�PH-

PRU\�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�FLYLO�ZDU��80$0�'	5�FRQWLQXHV�WR�FROOHFW��SUHVHUYH�DQG�GLVVHPLQDWH�LPSRUWDQW�
DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DVSHFWV�RI�/HEDQRQōV�FXOWXUH�DQG�KLVWRU\�

MONIKA BORGMANN & LOKMAN SLIM
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